OTHER   RELIGIOUS   SECTS

in Teheran by the order of the new Bab, Mirza
Yahya.

This event took place in 1850, and in spite of
persecutions, oppositions, and cruelties, the Babis
continued to grow in number and strength, and
to-day they form a very large and important com-
munity throughout Persia. In fact, by the very
barbarity of the persecutors their own end was
defeated, for all the people were astonished at the
heroism and fortitude displayed by the martyrs.
Professor Brown1 says, "Often have I heard Per-
sians who did not themselves belong to the pro-
scribed sect tell with admiration how Suleyman
Khan, his body pierced with well-nigh a score of
wounds, in each of which was inserted a lighted
candle, went to his execution singing with exulta-
tion." The effect of such courage and heroism was
only to stir up more people to be disciples of the
Bab, as the following story shows.

During the persecutions in Yezd, a young man
went to scoff and jeer, but when he saw with what
courage the martyrs endured torture, and met death,
he called out, " I am a Babi, kill me too." While
we were in Yezd the Babis were keeping very quiet,
but, nevertheless, a great work was going on amongst
them, but none dared say, " I am a Babi." A year
or two after our departure from Persia we heard of
terrible cruelties and persecutions enacted against
these suffering people, but in spite of all, their
number continues to grow and increase throughout
the whole land of Persia, and to-day the Babis are
stronger and more numerous than ever before.

1 c< A Year amongst the Persians,"
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